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1. [bookmark: _Toc151535829][bookmark: _Toc162000399]PREAMBLE

This Application Package is addressed to any potential applicant under the (Interreg VI-B) NEXT Black Sea Basin Programme (hereinafter referred to as Interreg NEXT BSB Programme) and it outlines the main rules and requirements which apply for the second call for proposals of regular projects launched under the Programme.

The Application package consists of:
· Part I – Key aspects of the Interreg VI-B NEXT Black Sea Basin Programme
· Part II – Project main requirements
· Part III – Offline Application Form template 
· Part IV – Assessment, Selection and Contracting
· [bookmark: _Hlk127359467]Annexes: 
Annex 1 Horizontal principles
Annex 2 Public Procurement overview
Annex 3 Declaration by the Lead Partner
Annex 4 Declaration by the Project Partner
Annex 5 Financial Capacity Self-Assessment
Annex 6 Administrative & Eligibility Compliance Grid
Annex 7 Quality Assessment Grid
Annex 8 State Aid Assessment Grid
Annex 9 Grant Contract & annexes (indicative template) 
Annex 10 Fiches of Programme Indicators

[bookmark: _Hlk155850458]For a better understanding of these Guidelines and its annexes as well as of the Programme, it is recommended to read also the Programme document available on the Programme website (https://blacksea-cbc.net/images/Interreg_NEXT_BSB_Programme_Rev_1.pdf) and the relevant national and EU legislation (see section 1 – Legal and strategic framework - Part 1 of these Guidelines).

Moreover, it is strongly recommended to frequently visit the Programme website (www.blacksea-cbc.net) and/or programme social media (www.facebook.com/BlackSeaBasin, www.twitter.com/BlackSeaBasin and/or www.instagram.com/blackseabasincbc) to check on any possible revision of these Guidelines, the publication of the answers to the questions submitted or on information of general interest.

[bookmark: _Toc467676687][bookmark: _Toc467678604][bookmark: _Toc467678935]EXPLANATION OF TEXT-BOXES: Across the document you will find a series of highlighted texts. Highlights draw attention on important issues, possible mistakes to be avoided or offer practical advice.


2. [bookmark: _Toc77667454][bookmark: _Toc442257641][bookmark: _Toc467581918][bookmark: _Toc162000400]LEGAL AND STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

Relevant programme documents
· (Interreg VI-B) NEXT Black Sea Basin Programme;

European Structural and Investment Funds 2021-2027: Key regulations 
· Common provisions regulation (CPR) – Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 laying down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, the Just Transition Fund and the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund and financial rules for those and for the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Internal Security Fund and the Instrument for Financial Support for Border Management and Visa Policy;
· INTERREG Regulation – Regulation (EU) 2021/1059 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 on specific provisions for the European territorial cooperation goal (Interreg) supported by the European Regional Development Fund and external financing instruments;
· ERDF Regulation - Regulation (EU) 2021/1058 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 on the European Regional Development Fund and on the Cohesion Fund;
· NDICI Regulation - Regulation (EU) 2021/947 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 June 2021 establishing the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument – Global Europe, amending and repealing Decision No 466/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU) 2017/1601 and Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 480/2009;
· Financial Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1046/2018 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No 1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) No 223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, and Decision No 541/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012;
· Regulation no 2988/1995 on the protection of the European Communities financial interest;

Strategic framework
· Multi-annual strategy document on Interreg NEXT Strategic Programming 2021 - 2027;
 
Macro-regional strategies
· Common Maritime Agenda for the Black Sea (CMA); 
· EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR), Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions - COM(2010) 715 final; 
· EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR) Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, COM(2014) 357 final; 
· Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda for the Black Sea (SRIA).

3. [bookmark: _Toc77667453][bookmark: _Toc162000401]OVERVIEW OF INTERREG NEXT BSB PROGRAMME

The Interreg NEXT BSB Programme is jointly funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) and by the Instrument for Pre-accession (IPA), hereinafter referred to as Interreg funds, in the framework of the European Neighbourhood and the Cohesion policy. 
The programme was designed so that to ensure continuity and coherence with the Joint Operational Programme Black Sea Basin 2007-2013 and Joint Operational Programme Black Sea Basin 2014-2020 and aims to make use of synergies and complementarities with other EU funded programmes and other donors’ contribution. The programme was agreed by all participating countries following extensive and thorough consultations with relevant partners. The approved version of the Interreg NEXT BSB Programme document is available for download from http://blacksea-cbc.net. 

4. [bookmark: _Toc77667455][bookmark: _Toc162000402]ELIGIBLE AREA

In 2023 Armenia decided to join the programme, therefore currently the cooperation area comprises the entire territory or parts (NUTS level 2 or equivalent areas) of the territory of eight countries, of which 3 EU Member States (Bulgaria, Greece, Romania) and 5 partner countries (Armenia, Georgia, Republic of Moldova, Republic of Türkiye and Ukraine). 

The geographical coverage of the Interreg NEXT BSB Programme, as described and reflected in the Programme document, is as follows:

· Bulgaria: Severoiztochen, Yugoiztochen
· Greece: Kentriki Makedonia, Anatoliki Makedonia Thraki
· Romania: Sud-Est (Buzau, Braila, Constanta, Galati, Tulcea, Vrancea)
· Republic of Türkiye: TR10 (İstanbul), TR21 (Tekirdağ, Edirne, Kırklareli), TR42 (Kocaeli, Sakarya, Düzce, Bolu, Yalova), TR81 (Zonguldak, Karabük, Bartın), TR82 (Kastamonu, Çankırı, Sinop), TR83 (Samsun, Tokat, Çorum, Amasya) and TR90 (Trabzon, Ordu, Giresun, Rize, Artvin, Gümüşhane) 
· Ukraine[footnoteRef:2]: Odesa, Mykolaiv, Kherson, Zaporizhzhia Oblasts and Bakhmut District, Kramatorsk District, Volnovakha District, Mariupol District, Pokrovsk District from Donetsk[footnoteRef:3] Oblast  [2:  Following the unprovoked and unjustified, unprecedented Russian aggression against Ukraine launched on 24 February 2022 and its impact, only the territories under the control of the sovereign Government of Ukraine are eligible under the programme. Regions currently under Russia’s military control will not be eligible, even if they are part of the Black Sea Basin.  ]  [3:  According to the decision of Ukraine submitted in the context of confirmation of the geographical coverage of the programme with a view to prepare the Implementing Act, the following districts from Donetsk are eligible: Bakhmut, Kramatorsk, Volnovakha, Mariupol, Pokrovsk.] 

· Armenia, Georgia, Republic of Moldova[footnoteRef:4] - whole territory [4:  Potential applicants from Transnistrian region, Bender Municipality and Gagauzia are eligible if they are registered with the competent national authorities, possess permissive acts of the Republic of Moldova, comply with the requirements of the national legislation in force and implement projects in accordance with the requirements of the regulatory framework of the Republic of Moldova and the country's cooperation/financing agreements with external partners.


] 


5. [bookmark: _Toc77667456][bookmark: _Toc162000403]PRIORITIES AND SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

Interreg NEXT BSB is addressing 3 Priorities and 4 Specific Objectives. The current call for proposals for regular projects is addressing only Priority 1 - Blue and Smart Region and Priority 2 - Clean and Green region as presented below. More information about programme priorities is available on the Programme website (https://blacksea-cbc.net/interreg-next-bsb-2021-2027).
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The developed outputs (direct products of supported projects) will be measured by project output indicators, linked to a Programme Common Output Indicator which shall contribute to achieving the programme expected results.

Figure 1- Programme logical framework
Programme 
Project 
Overall Objective
Results (Specific objective)
Outputs
Priority (Policy Objective)
Specific Objective
Programme Outputs (Common output indicators)
Activities
Programme Results (Common Result indicators)
Programme suported  field of action


The Interreg NEXT BSB Programme will fund projects which clearly demonstrate the translation of outputs into concrete, visible and sustainable results thus contributing to a change of the initial situation with impact on the direct addressee.

All projects will have to define and quantify at least one project output indicator which shall be linked to a relevant Programme Common Output Indicator (RCO) and contribute to a programme specific objective.
Also, all projects shall achieve a set of results that will allow the programme to reach its objectives. Results and related changes are measured through Result indicators (RCR) linked to each programme specific objective. 

RCO = Common Output indicator means an indicator to measure the specific deliverables of the intervention, which are the main products, goods, services, obtained following the implementation of project activities with the project funds and that are further used by relevant target groups or final beneficiaries. This indicator is in the control of the project. Indicative examples: tools, small-scale investments, pilot projects/actions, solutions, events, educational products such as training programmes or methods, curricula etc.

RCR = Common Result indicator means an indicator to measure the effects of the interventions supported, with particular reference to the direct addressees, population targeted or users of deliverables. It describes the advantage of carrying out the project. Result(s) are derived from the outputs achieved by the project. Indicative examples: organizations cooperating in the concerned area after project completion, pilot joint actions up-scaled, joint solutions applied, etc.

[bookmark: _Hlk156318126]The Interreg NEXT BSB Programme indicator system for the Priorities addressed by this call is presented below:

Figure 2 – Programme Common Output indicators and result indicators RCO116 Jointly developed solutions
RCO07 Research organizations participating in joint research 
RCO84 Pilot actions developed jointly and implemented in projects
RCO115 Public events across borders jointly organised
RCR84 Organisations cooperating across borders after project completion
RCR104 Solutions taken up or up-scaled by organisations
Common Result Indicators
Common Output Indicators
Priority 1 - BLUE AND SMART REGION 
Specific Objective 1

RCO87 Organisations cooperating across borders

RCO116 Jointly developed solutions
RCO84 Pilot actions developed jointly and implemented in projects
RCO115 Public events across borders jointly organised
RCR84 Organisations cooperating across borders after project completion
RCR104 Solutions taken up or up-scaled by organisations
Common Result Indicators
Common Output Indicators
Priority 2 – CLEAN AND GREEN REGION 
[bookmark: _Hlk155850657]Specific Objective 4

RCO87 Organisations cooperating across borders


RCO84 Pilot actions developed jointly and implemented in projects
RCO115 Public events across borders jointly organised
RCR84 Organisations cooperating across borders after project completion
Common Result Indicators
Common Output Indicators
Priority 2 – CLEAN AND GREEN REGION 
Specific Objective 7
RCR104 Solutions taken up or up-scaled by organisations
RCO87 Organisations cooperating across borders
RCO116 Jointly developed solutions



	TAKE NOTE

All projects will contribute to RCO87 - Organisations cooperating across borders 
The indicator counts the organisations cooperating formally in supported projects. The organisations counted in this indicator are the legal entities (project partners), as mentioned in the application form. 

All projects submitted under Specific Objective 1 which include a research organization[footnoteRef:5] will contribute to RCO07 - Research organizations participating in joint research. [5:  According to Programme Performance Framework Methodology, research organizations are bodies with a primary goal to conduct independently fundamental research, industrial research and experimental development and to disseminate the results of such activities by way of teaching, publication or knowledge transfer. 
] 

This indicator counts the number of supported research organisations that cooperate in joint research projects and covers active participations in joint research projects.




[bookmark: _Hlk158646795]All applicants are strongly advised to read carefully the Programme Performance Framework Methodology which provides guidance to potential beneficiaries for a coherent approach in the identification of appropriate project indicators able to contribute to Interreg NEXT BSB Programme results and may support beneficiaries during implementation in measuring progress on achieving the proposed targets. The document also explains the most relevant aspects in order to ensure that the project outputs are identified, quantified, collected and reported correctly, in line with the programme requirements. 

	TAKE NOTE

A summary of the information described in the Programme Performance Framework Methodology is presented in Annex 10 Fiches of programme indicators. 




6. [bookmark: _Toc77667457][bookmark: _Toc162000404]BUDGET FOR GRANTS  

The EU contribution for projects under the Interreg NEXT BSB Programme is of EUR 77.282.323. 

[bookmark: _Hlk155854325]For the budget of the current call for proposals for regular projects, please see Part II, section 1.1
 
7. [bookmark: _Toc77667458][bookmark: _Toc162000405]MANAGEMENT STRUCTURES

Managing Authority (MA) - the Romanian Ministry of Development, Public Works and Administration is the responsible body for managing the programme with a view to delivering the objectives of the programme. 

[bookmark: _Hlk155854356]National Authority (NA) - entity appointed by each participating country to support the Management Authority in the implementation of the programme in its own territory. The list of the NAs is mentioned in section 7.1 - Programme authorities in the Programme document and can be found on the programme website.

Audit Authority (AA) - within the Court of Accounts of Romania. The main responsibilities of the AA consist of carrying out system audits and audits on operations and on the annual accounts of the programme. 
The Audit Authority for the programme is assisted by a Group of Auditors comprising a representative from each country participating in the programme.

Monitoring Committee (MC) - joint decision-making structure for the programme. The MC shall follow the programme implementation and progress in achieving the milestones and targets of the programme and it shall examine any issues affecting the programme performance.

Joint Secretariat (JS) - responsible for fulfilling all the tasks delegated by the MA for the implementation of the Programme – information of potential beneficiaries, support project preparation, evaluation and selection, as well as project implementation. JS for the Interreg NEXT BSB Programme is located in Constanta in the South East Region of Romania within the South East Regional Development Agency (SERDA). 

Controllers – the national or regional authority, private body or the natural person identified and appointed by the Contact Point in each participating country to undertake the tasks of management verifications on its territory. 


8. [bookmark: _Toc77667459][bookmark: _Toc162000406]LANGUAGE 

The official language of the Programme is English. Therefore, all communication between applicants (lead partners and/or project partners)/beneficiaries and the MA/JS is carried out in English language. Information in applications, reports as well as official correspondence should be treated accordingly. Although guidance on the Programme might be available in national languages, this can only be used as support when interpreting the Programme rules.

In case translation of documents is needed, it is recommended to take advantage of the Commission automatic translation service, eTranslation covering all EU official languages and part of the languages of the programme eligible area (e.g Turkish and Ukrainian). The tool is available at https://language-tools.ec.europa.eu/
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Priority 1 - Blue and smart region

)

Policy objective 1: a more competitive and smarter Europe by promoting innovative and smart economic
transformation and regional ICT connectivity

Specific Objective 1: Developing and enhancing research and innovation capacities and the uptake of
advanced technologies

Examples of indicative activities for each field of action:
Field of Action 1 - Use of innovative technological developments, including enhancement and
application of Artificial Intelligence technologies, in support of the blue economy

Indicative Activities:

- Development and implementation of autonomous marine research platforms (unmanned
surface vehicles, aquatic drones, remote-operated vehicles, etc.) with Artificial Intelligence
endowment;

- Setting up or supporting sustainable transnational network structures and platforms for
sharing exchange of good practices and knowledge with regards to the use of innovative
technological developments;

- Contributing to elaboration and implementation of joint solutions for the development of
Smart research centers, Smart Villages and Smart Cities;

- Building up capacities in the development, provision and diffusion of advanced technologies,
including advanced digital technologies, in the support of blue economy;

- Joint solutions for improving the tools/platforms/databases already developed under
previous BSB projects, with the support of advanced technologies.

Field of Action 2 - Development of research on integrated coastal and marine management including
the interaction between land-based and sea-based activities and their impacts on coastal zones
Indicative Activities:
- Improving linkages among the Black Sea Basin regions in terms of research on integrated
coastal and marine management;
- Supporting the development of new or pilot actions for implementing existing integrated
coastal and marine management technics, methods, etc.

Field of Action 3 - Use of innovative technologies for sustainable fisheries and eco-friendly
aquaculture

Indicative Activities:
Joint IT monitoring solutions for small-scale fisheries;
Setting up- a web-portal to provide information about sustainable aquaculture and fishery
innovations and technology.

A 4

Common Output indicators:
RCO 07 - Research organisations participating in joint research projects
RCO 84 - Pilot actions developed jointly and implemented in projects
RCO 87 - Organisations cooperating across borders
RCO 115 - Public events across borders jointly organised
RCO 116 - Jointly developed solutions

4

Common Result indicators:
RCR 84 - Organisations cooperating across borders after project completion
RCR 104 - Solutions taken up or up-scaled by organisations

A

Target groups: National, regional or local public authorities, higher education and research institutions,
Schools/education and training centres, national, regional or local development agencies, NGOs and citizen's
associations, business support organization, including chambers of commerce, networks and clusters, general
public / citizens, other public organisations.
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Priority 2 - Clean and Green Region
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Policy objective 2: A greener, low-carbon transitioning towards a net zero carbon economy and resilient Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular
economy, climate change mitigation and adaptation, risk prevention and management, and sustainable urban mobility

Specific Obiective 4: Promoting climate change adantation. and disaster risk prevention. resilience. taking into account eco-svstem based anproaches

Examples of indicative activities for each field of action:
Field of Action 1 - Promotion of innovation for improved tools for smart observing, monitoring and accurate environmental forecasting
Indicative Activities:
- Setting up focal points, joint procedures and tools for registering and transmitting harmonized regional environmental data in the Black Sea Basin;
- Develop new and/or improve and/or harmonise the existing common data collection, monitoring and modelling systems regarding environmental forecasting across Black Sea Basin, building on existing knowledge;
- Joint development of innovative tools, interoperable databases concerning environmental forecasting;
Field of Action 2 - Measures to prevent and mitigate the impacts of climate change on the Black Sea region, including on water quality and quantity
Indicative Activities:
= Sharing of experience and testing in the Black Sea Basin area good practice climate-adaptation solutions applied at EU level;
- Joint pilot actions for increasing awareness and information of local and regional policy makers about the implications of climate change, in order to foster a better understanding and integration of climate
change concerns into policy design and implementation;
Joint pilot actions for increasing the capacity of local and /or regional authorities to enforce and apply relevant legislation with the view to prevent and timely mitigate possible negative impacts on water quality
in the BSB region;
- Joint pilot actions for integrating climate change aspects into water management strategies on local, regional and transnational level (considering e.g. water quality, flooding, rainwater management and water
retention, water reuse opportunities, water scarcity, drinking water supply including smart water pricing, ground water quality and quantity, forecasting).
Field of Action 3 - Addressing environmental hazards: coastal erosion, landslides, sea level rise, extreme events, non-indigenous species (NIS), invasive alien species (IAS), flooding, and drought in connection with climate
change
Indicative Activities:
- Joint pilot projects (including small-scale green infrastructure and nature-based solutions) addressing coastal erosion, flooding, droughts, wildfires, landslides;

- Developing joint solutions and pilot actions for different types of environmental hazards in affected and exposed regions in the Black Sea area;
Field of Action 4 - Development and improvement of mechanisms of monitoring and early warning for natural or/and man-made disasters

Indicative Activities:
- Small-scale investments in mobile water quality monitoring units in the proximity of the previously identified hotspots with the purpose of early warning and immediate remedial action;

- Development of joint innovative applications for general public for early warning regarding natural or/and man-made disasters;
- Joint pilot actions for improving the coordination among relevant cross-border stakeholders to manage natural or/and man-made disasters (e.g. by harmonizing and sharing data, forecasting and early warning
systems, modelling, climate proofing).
Field of Action 5 - Development and implementation of green recovery actions, contributing to climate change adaptation in the Black Sea Basin area building on lessons learnt and best practices
Indicative Activities:
- Joint pilot actions addressing the deforestation such as tree planting;
- Joint pilot actions for restoration of green spaces in urban and coastal areas, in order to address climate change;
- Actions for incorporating green recovery into long-term local and regional government strategies;
- Joint pilot actions regarding regenerative agriculture and permaculture to address climate change.

Common Result indicators:

Common Output indicators:
RCO 84 - Pilot actions developed jointly and implemented in projects RCR 84 - Organisations cooperating across borders after project completion
RCO 87 - Organisations cooperating across borders RCR 104 - Solutions taken up or up-scaled by organisations

RCO 115 - Public events across borders jointly organised

RCO 116 - Jointly developed solutions

Target groups: National, regional or local public authorities, higher education and research institutions, schools/education and training centres, national, regional or local development agencies, NGOs and citizen's
associations, business support organization, including chambers of commerce, networks and clusters, general public/citizens, other public organisations
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Priority 2 - Clean and Green Region

Policy objective 2: A greener, low-carbon transitioning towards a net zero carbon economy and resilient Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the
circular economy, climate change mitigation and adaptation, risk prevention and management, and sustainable urban mobility

¥

Specific Obiective 7: Enhancing protection and preservation of nature. biodiversity. and green infrastructure. including in urban areas. and reducing all forms of pollution

4

Examples of indicative activities for each field of action:
Field of Action 1 - Protection and promotion of biodiversity and natural heritage
Indicative Activities:
- Development of joint IT tools (e.g. digital maps) to promote most interesting Black Sea Basin eco-systems, contribute to develop and protect them;
- Developing and implementing joint pilot actions for protection of Black Sea Basin biodiversity and natural heritage;
- Strengthening capacities for the protection, conservation of biodiversity and restoration of existing ecosystems;
- Joint research in marine protected areas and support to definition and designation of new marine protected areas.
Field of Action 2 - Actions on environment protection at all educational levels
Indicative Activities:
- Joint awareness raising campaigns at all educational levels for protecting the lakes, rivers and sea from micro plastics;
- Actions aimed at strengthening the capacities of local/regional administration to jointly educate citizens and raise awareness for an environmental friendly behaviour;
- Joint awareness-raising actions on biodiversity and environmental protection targeting the youth.
Field of Action 3 - Investing in green infrastructure to mitigate air, water, noise, soil pollution and degradation
Indicative Activities:
- Small scale investments in green infrastructure (e.g. green streets, green roofs, permeable/porous paving, urban forests, natural cooling of buildings, ecosystem corridors,
etc.);
- Implementing joint pilot actions with the purpose of creating the costal Green Belt of the Black Sea.
Field of Action 4 - Actions for pollutants reduction, as well as marine and river litter reduction, collecting and recycling
Indicative activities:
- Small-scale infrastructures (such as natural bio filters) to fight water and soil pollution;
- Innovative technical solutions for the restoration of degraded eco-systems (e.g. rivers, high-diversity landscapes, forests);
- Implementing transnational pilot actions for reducing marine and river litter pollutants.

Common Output indicators: Ty
RCO 84 - Pilot actions developed jointly and implemented in projects Common Result indicators:
RCO 87 - Organisations cooperating across borders » RCR 84 - Organisations cooperating across borders after project completion

RCO 115 - Public events across borders jointly organised RCR 104 - Solutions taken up or un-scaled by organisations
RCO 116 - Jointly developed solutions

» 4

Target groups: National, regional or local public authorities, higher education and research institutions, schools/education and training centres, national, regional or local development
agencies, NGOs and citizen's associations, business support organization, including chambers of commerce, networks and clusters, general public / citizens, other public organisations
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