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Programme: Europe  for  Citizens  Programme  -  Measure  1.2  Networks  of 
Twinned Towns 

Deadline: 1 February 2012
Contact 
person:

Name: Christian Nilsson (N/A July 11  – August  10)
Title/profession:  Secretary International relations
E-mail: christian.nilsson@dalsed.se 
Telephone: +46 534 19054
Address: Box 31, S-668 21 Ed, Sweden
Website: www.dalsed.se

Organisation: Dals-Ed is a rural municipality situated in the southwest part of 
Sweden and the Region Västra Götaland. Dals-Ed is also part of 
Dalsland which is an association of five local  authorities.  The 
municipality  is  sparsely  populated  with  approximately  4.700 
inhabitants. The total area is 730 km2 divided into forests, 400 
lakes and farming areas. 

Dals-Ed is  bordering to Norway in  the northwest  and the co-
operation  and  exchange  with  Norway  is  important.  The 
municipality  consist  of  one  urban  area  where  3.500  of  the 
municipality's inhabitants live and where almost all services can 
be found. 

The Copenhagen-Gothenburg-Oslo railway passes through Dals-
Ed. It takes about 1,5 hours with train to Gothenburg and Oslo. 
The closest larger cities are Uddevalla, Vänersborg (80km) and 
Halden in Norway (50km). 

The main workplaces in the municipality are sawmills,  plastic 
industries,  a  call  centre  and  the  municipality  itself,  which 
employs about 600 people. There are also a lot of small  and 
medium sized companies within the service sector. Tourism is a 
growing sector.

In  the  municipality,  there  is  an  efficient  broad-based 
collaboration between local  trade and industry,  the municipal 
administration  and  political  management,  along  with  other 
relevant parts of the local community. 

Dals Ed is looking to join strategic European co-operations and 
projects  with  the  aim  to  raise  the  awareness  within  the 
organisation  and  to  strengthen  the  competitiveness  in  the 
geographical area.

In Sweden, the local authorities have traditionally a strong role  
in  society.  There  is  no  hierarchical  relation  between 
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municipalities, county councils and regions, since all have their  
own  self-governing  local  authorities  with  responsibility  for  
different activities. Each of the 290 municipalities in Sweden is  
responsible for providing a significant  proportion of  all  public  
services  like  schools,  emergency  services  and  city  planning.  
They also have a considerable degree of autonomy and have  
independent powers of taxation. 
 According to law, the municipalities are responsible for:
 

• Childcare and pre-school 
• Primary and secondary schools 
• Social services 
• Elderly care 
• Support to people with disabilities 
• Health and environmental issues 
• Emergency services 
• Urban planning 
• Sanitation (waste, sewage)

 
Many  municipalities  in  addition  have  services  like  leisure  
activities  for  youths  and  housing  services  to  make  them an 
attractive place to move to. 

Project idea:
Dals-Ed  Municipality  is  now  looking  for  European  partners 
interested  in  participating  in  a  project  proposal  within  the 
Europe  for  Citizens  Programme  -  Measure  1.2  Networks  of 
Twinned Towns.  

The aim with the project is to tackle and limit the consequences 
of urbanization and to find and develop strategies to increase 
the  population  in  Dals-Ed  and  other  rural  municipalities  in 
Europe. 

The aim is to gather smaller rural communities during at least 
three conferences in Europe to discuss how to solve problems of 
depopulation  and  urbanization,  specifically  focusing  on 
municipalities  where  the  business  community  is  strong  but 
where migration and “out-flow” of people still takes place. Dals 
Ed  is  searching  for  similar  organisations,  local  authorities  (or 
equivalent)  to  exchange  experiences,  best  practices  and 
develop cooperation in this field. 

The  project  will  involve  municipalities  from  at  least  4 
participating  countries  and  at  least  3  events  per  project  are 
foreseen.  One of  the conferences/events  would  take place in 
Dals Ed. 

One aspect which a conference could deal with is whether there 
are good examples on how to deal with the urbanization trend. 



Another aim will also be to gather the most effective measures 
for municipalities who find themselves in a similar situation. 

If  you find this proposal interesting, please do not hesitate to 
make  contact  for  further  details  at  the  latest  the  16th of 
September 2011.  

Partners 
searched:

Dals  Ed  would  welcome  interest  from  smaller  rural 
municipalities in all European countries. 

Key words: Local development in rural areas, smaller municipalities.
Project period: The project must start between 1 June and 30 December 2012. 

Maximum project duration is  24 months.  Maximum duration of 
each event is 21 days. 

Other 
information:

Dals-Ed has  experience as  lead  partner  within  the  Intelligent 
Energy  Europe  Programme,  as  project  partner  in  other 
international  projects  as  well  as  vast  experience  of  Interreg 
crossborder  projects.  Dals  Ed  has  two  twin  towns  -  Cepoy 
(France) and Jögeva (Estonia)
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